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drama with rapidly moving scenes, enacted before the mind of a
sah[daya.

Thus in BALABHARATA Agastyapandita planned the can-
towise contents of the theme in such a way, that the reader feels
as if he were witnessing scene after scene of a drama enacted be-
fore him. By adopting the technique of a drama Agastyapandita
could achieve two results in his Mahdkdvya. First he could carry
his reader with him, inspite of the already well-known story he has
chosen to describe. Secondly he could imprint the impressions of
the epic characters clearly and deeply on his reader's mind.

So, we have to understand and analyse this Kdvya as a replica
of the ever enacting human drama conveyed through the great epic
and proceed to the study of the different characters of it. The
aesthetics and the ethics of the Kdvya are also to be deduced later.

CHARACTER STUDY:

Action is the sign of life. To act is to live. Death is the cessation
of all human activity. Literature which is said to mirror human
life bases itself on activity. Literary representation of such activity
has to portray the basic mental states (WFft^T^T:) that invariably
accompany such actions at their highest relishable pitch in an ideal
situation visualised by the poet either in a drama or in a poem. In
both the cases the treatment of the subject matter is very much
similar.

Rasa being the spirit and soul of poetry, the plot becomes
merely the outer vesture and character portrayal also sustains the
Rasa only. Hence in such a Kdvya the study of the characters is to
be made on the basis of a proper understanding of the dominant
and intervening sentiments of that particular Kdvya.

Indian literature mainly tries to present the idealistic and
artistic world of the characters in all their moods and situations and
gives its readers the experience of goodness, through identification
of the reader with such an artistic presentation. Thus it elevates
the basic mental moods to an idealistic situation, gives the readers
a taste of its uncommon pleasure, and in that state of ecstacy